
 
 
 
 
 

P R E S S    R E L E A S E 
 
 
          Paris, 4th November, 2020 
 
 

HAVAS GROUP APPOINTS VINEEL AGARWAL  
AS MANAGING PARTNER, HAVAS AFRICA 

 
 
Havas Group today announced the appointment of Vineel Agarwal as Managing Partner of Havas 
Africa, replacing Olivier del Pozo who will be moving to a new role within Havas.  

Vineel Agarwal joined Havas Media 14 years ago as part of the international department in Paris 
where she managed some of the key luxury and tourism clients of the agency. She has since 
worked in account management and research & strategy development for various global and local 
clients. She has also been heavily involved in Havas Group’s Meaningful Brands study and in Mx, 
its proprietary way of planning and buying media to ensure the best media experiences. 

Since 2014, Vineel has worked at Havas Africa with a focus on East & South Africa. She was 
instrumental in the creation and early stages of many of the 20+ Havas agencies in Africa, and in 
leading client wins such as Airtel, L’Oréal, Danone, Mentos and Reckitt Benckiser.  
 
Since 2018, Vineel has been based in Johannesburg as Managing Director of Havas Media South 
Africa which was named fastest growing agency of 2018. In 2019, having been nominated by her 
team, she was named Most Inspiring Manager by the French South African Chamber of Commerce 
2019.  
 
Vineel Agarwal says, “We have taken the meaningful experience approach to the level of problem 
solving at Havas Africa. Staying close and true to the consumers who are at the centre of our 
strategies is even more important today. Working with an integrated and partnership focused 
mindset will be key to successful communication initiatives going forward. I am excited to lead this 
journey alongside an incredible and talented team across Africa.” 
 
In her new role, effective immediately, Vineel will lead the growth and development of Havas within 
the African market. She will report to Jorge Irizar, Global COO Havas Media. 
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Contact: 
 
Lorella Gessa 
Chief Communications Officer, Havas Group 
+33 (0)1 58 47 90 36 
lorella.gessa@havas.com 
@Lorella_Gessa 
 
 
About Havas Group 
Havas is one of the world’s largest global communications groups. Founded in 1835 in Paris, the Group employs 20,000 
people in more than 100 countries and operates through its three business units covering all communication activities. 
Havas Group’s mission is to make a meaningful difference to brands, businesses and people. To better anticipate client 
needs, Havas has adopted a fully integrated model through its 60+ Havas Villages around the world. In these Villages, 
creative, media and healthcare & wellness teams work together, ensuring agility and a seamless experience for clients. 
We are committed to building a diverse culture where everybody feels they belong, can be themselves, thrive and 
grow. Havas Group integrated Vivendi in December 2017. Further information about Havas Group is available on the 
company’s website: havasgroup.com 
#MeaningfulDifference 

 
 

About Havas Africa 
Havas Africa network consists of proprietary agencies across the continent: South Africa, Kenya, Nigeria, Ghana, Ivory 
Coast, Senegal, DRC, Gabon are the main ones. It started 10 years back and today employs over 150 people. All African 
agencies of Havas integrate the global Mx approach and the Meaningful Brands vision. 


